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This document refers to the download version of the teacher program for Inform5

This version is only one of the two parts of the system and has been provided especially for non-broadband users who may not have time to download the complete download demonstration version.

Installing the download demo version of “INFORM Reporter”, the teacher program part of the INFORM 5 all age school report writing system

The file you will download from this web site is called ‘tinfrm5dld.exe’. 

When you click ‘Download’ you will be given the option of ‘Run’ or ‘Save’. It is simplest to select the ‘Run’ option. If you do select this option, then upon the download ending the install program will start. Just click the appropriate buttons and the teacher programs will be installed on your computer. A green ‘handshake’ icon pointing to the program will be put onto your desktop.
.

Using the INFORM Reporter demo 
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Ease of use for the teachers is of vital importance and you will soon see how easy the teacher program is to use. Double-click the teacher program icon on your desktop and the teacher program will start.

You will see a list of pupils and a white box at the bottom for the teacher to write his reports in. The teacher simply has to click on the pupil list to choose a pupil, write his report, click 'Save' (on the ‘Reports’ menu - or use the 'Save' icon - or click 'F2') and then go on to the next pupil. The teacher has facilities such as storing/using statements, spell-check, adding from/exporting to Excel etc. He/she can also view previous reports for a pupil while writing the current report.

If the teacher is working at home, then when the reports are all finished, he clicks 'Copy to floppy' on the file menu and returns the floppy disk to the school. If he is working at school on the network, he just leaves his file for the administrator to pick up when the administrator does his server trawl. 

Interim reports

The file you have been working on is a 'standard' type of teacher file. This can contain comments and marks/grades. A second type of file is the 'interim' type. On this file, the teacher chooses between a set of options (and can also add comments if he'she wishes). An interim type teacher file is provided with the download. To use this file, click 'Load new file' on the 'File' menu drop-down. Click the 'Load from hard disk' button, and then click the 'Look in normal location' button. Double-click on the file 'plv1' on the list which appears.

For an interim type file you have a choice of two display modes. Usually a teacher would use the 'tabular display' since it is quicker. Click on 'Tabular display' on the 'File' menu. On the tabular display, the teacher just clicks the appropriate boxes for each pupil. If the administrator has made data from previous reports available, the teacher can show this data on the grid in order to give him some help in deciding on the options he will choose.

After having seen something of the teacher program part of the system, it may be best now take a look into the methodology of the system as a whole.

There are three stages to the production of a set of reports. 

Stage 1:  This is carried out by the administrator using the administrator program INFORM Manger. His aim is to produce a file for each teacher containing the data needed by the teacher to write his/her reports. For an experienced administrator this takes about 20 minutes to produce the files for 50 or so teachers (using the automake function).

Stage 2:  The teacher loads his file into the teacher program. Either at home or on a work-station at school and writes his/her reports. (You have briefly examined  this stage)

Stage 3:  The administrator retrieves the files, either from the server, via E-mail, from floppy disk or from some other medium and absorbs the files into his current report database. The reports are then available for immediate printing, checking or exporting to Excel. The administrator program of course collates all subject reports for a given pupil when asked for preview/print/export.

For further details please contact us at:

PL Video  Tel: (UK) 0121 351 3346.  E-Mail: inform.queries@blueyonder.co.uk
